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The House where All People Pray
(Matt. 21:12-17)

The first incident of which Jesus cleaned the temple was written
in the text after he entered it in Jerusalem. From the time when
he started his public life and until the closing stage, Jesus cleaned
the temple. This means that because Jesus thought that the temple
became filthy due to the human’s egoistic and corrupted actions.
He intentionally carried out his work of cleaning the temple at the
beginning of his public life and at the end.

“Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying
and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and
the benches of those selling doves” (v. 12).

The Israelites entered Jerusalem and gave offerings to God, at
least three times a year, on the Passover, Feast of Weeks, and Feast
of Tabernacles. At this time, three hundred thousand Israelites came
together in Jerusalem, but they needed sacrificial offerings to give God. One who
lived near the Temple could bring an animal that was raised, but the others who
lived far from the Temple had to buy an animal
in the Temple and pay tribute money. Therefore,
every holiday, an immense amount of money was
exchanged around the Temple center, and when
priests found fault with an animal, they rejected
it, and let people buy the animal in the Temple.
Then, they took a secret payment from the money
changer, in another words, they did misbehave
themselves. Like this, the structural corruption
was too extreme in the Temple.

“It is written,” he said to them, “My house will
be called a house of prayer, but you are making it
a ‘den of robbers” (v. 13).

Jesus considered the public behavior of
religious leaders accursedly, because they
conspired with merchants, exchanged money in
secret, and lost the original function of temple of
God. They thought what they worshipped God is
to do what is good. And He quoted the word of the
prophet Jeremiah, in the following.

Do not trust in the deceptive words, ‘This is
the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord™+
‘Has this house, which bears my name, become a
den of robbers to you?” (Jeremiah 7:4).

The church is the body of Christ. That is why
we never use the church as a tool for an individual
greed and purpose, or the accomplishment of
individual vision.

“But when the chief priests and teachers of
law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the Temple
area, ‘Hosanna to the son of David’ they were indignant” (v. 15).

Jesus cleaned the dirty greed of human, healed the poor and the pathetic, and
He did his mission of consolidation for them. And children saw Jesus who worked
for them and praised Him, “Hosanna, the son of David”. However, by looking
at the natural, wonderful and reasonable works of Jesus, the chief priests and
teachers of law rather devaluated what Jesus had worked as strange business.

My beloved Christians,

The Temple must be a house where all people pray, and be filled fully with
the love of helping the poor, and the Christians” songs singing in a high voice.
And above all, this must become a ship of salvation to look for lost souls and save
them. In this sense, I earnestly hope that our Seoul Church will be the church of
which such a wonderful work occurs in the name of Jesus Christ.
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